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SUB J : A JAPANESE AS ILO ASSISTANT DG? 

1. KAZUO FRANCIS YOSHIMURA, PERENNIAL JAPANESE EMPLOYERS' 
REPRESENTATIVE TO ILO, INFORMED LAB ATT APR 16 THAT ILO DG 
BLANCHARD HAS OFFERED HIM POSITION AS ASSISTANT DG FOR ASIA. 
BLANCHARD'S RATIONALE, AS YOSHIMURA EXPLAINED IT, WAS THAT ILO 
NEEDED A JAPANESE EMPLOYERS' REPRESENTATIVE COMBINATION: A 
JAPANESE BECAUSE JAPAN WAS NOT ONLY AN ASIAN COUNTRY BUT HAD 
ACHIEVED ITS LEADERSHIP POSITION AMONG INDUSTRIALIZED NATIONS 
THROUGH STRONG LABOR-MANAGEMENT COOPERATION; AND AN ADG FROM THE 
EMPLOYERS TO BALANCE OFF BERTIL BOLIN ON BLANCHARD'S STAFF WHO 
COMES FROM THE LABOR SIDE (SWEDISH LO). 

2. COMPLICATIONS AROSE WHEN GOJ REPRESENTATIVES TOLD BLANCHARD 
THAT GOJ HAD ANOTHER CANDIDATE, RETIRED LABOR MINISTRY OFFICIAL 
SEIJI KUDO. BLANCHARD SAID KUDO WOULD NOT REPEAT NOT BE 
ACCEPTABLE. BESIDES BEING WITHIN THREE YEARS OF MANDATORY 
RETIREMENT AGE, THE ILO REQUIRED MAN FROM THE EMPLOYER SIDE 

NOT FROM GOVERNMENT. IF A JAPANESE WITH BOTH THESE QUALIFICATIONS 
COULD NOT BE FOUND, ACCORDING TO YOSHIMURA, BLANCHARD WOULD SEEK 
AN EMPLOYER REPRESENTATIVE FROM ANOTHER ASIAN COUNTRY. PROBABLY 
MALAYSIA OR SINGAPORE. YOSHIMURA REPORTS THAT WHILE GOJ MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS APPRECIATES BLANCHARD'S IDEA AND TENDS TO 
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SLOT, GOJ MINISTRY OF LABOR CONTINUES TO SUPPORT KUDO. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY FEELS IT WOULD BE IN US INTERESTS TO HAVE A 
JAPANESE IN KEY ILO POSITION. YOSHIMURA APPEARS TO HAVE UNIQUE 
QUALIFICATIONS IN THAT NOT ONLY IS HE FAMILIAR WITH ILO 
OPERATIONS HAVING WORKED FOR YEARS WITH THE GOVERNING BODY. BUT 
HE SPEAKS ENGLISH AND FRENCH. JAPAN EMPLOYERS ASSOCIATION 
(NIKKEIREN) IS SUPPORTING HIS CANDIDACY. BUT WITHOUT GOJ 
SUPPORT AS WELL HE PROBABLY COULD NOT ACCEPT THE POSITION. 

IF DEPT ASCERTAINS FACTS ARE AS YOSHIMURA REPORTED, IT MAY WISH 
TO CONTACT JAPANESE EMBASSY OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON AND/OR 
GENEVA TO REITERATE THAT IF JAPAN DOES WANT ITS MAN AS ADG 
FOR ASIA, THAT MAN MUST BE FROM EMPLOYERS' SIDE. 

HODGSON 
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